
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Welcome to December and to the end of 2020, a 

most unusual year.  In spite of the COVID virus, 

DACGS had a good year.  Most of our meetings 

this year were conducted via Zoom.  Our 

attendance has been steady, and we had some 

great presentations.  I would like to thank each 

member of our Executive Committee for the 

work they have done.  

  

Thank you, Frankie Lerner, for planning the 

programs. The presenters have provided us with 

information that can help us individually with our 

research. Trica Willey Hazelton with her 

assistant, Jim McKinney have kept the financial 

records in good order. Phyllis Fleming made 

certain that minutes were maintained so that 

every member has access to the records of the 

meetings. 

 

Your committee chairs were: Marcy Hundley as 

Membership Chair, Carl Hundley as Webmaster, 

Susie Coker, Newsletter Editor,  Carole Luke as 

Historian and Librarian, Keith Burke as Public 

Relations Chair, Larry Brown as Finance Chair, 

Bruce Pearson and Jim McKinney as 

Nominations Chair, and Tom Morehart as 

Bylaws Chair.  Each person did an outstanding 

job and worked many hours. 

 

In October, your Executive Committee made the 

decision that because of the problems and 

restrictions due to COVID-19 coronavirus we 

will hold our meetings through March 2021 

virtually via Zoom.  We will continue to evaluate 

the situation.  As soon as we can hold a meeting 

at Thomas Branigan Memorial Library (TBML) 

that will accommodate our membership, we will 

see you in person.   

 

Your 2021 Executive Committee Officers were 

elected at our November annual meeting.  They 

are: Elaine McKinney, President; John 

Charbonnet, President Elect; Micki Kavanaugh, 

Vice President for Membership; Jim McKinney, 

Vice President for Programs; Phyllis Fleming, 

Secretary; and Doug Wilke, Treasurer.  

 

We appreciate your support, and we look forward 

to an exciting 2021.  If you have questions, 

suggestions or ideas about what our organization 

can do, please call me or contact us at  

www.dacgs.org 

 

For information and tips with your research, you 

will find more ideas on the DACGS website and 

on our Face Book page which is maintained by 

Marcy Hundley. 

 

I look forward to working with you during 2021.  

You can contact me at 

elainebhs1965@gmail.com, or call me at 

575.644.9958.  Have FUN with your research! 
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Hello everyone!  Here we are at the end of 

another year…one like we have never seen 

before! I hope you are all well; thankfully I have 

not heard of any of our members being struck 

with COVID, and I pray that remains the case. 

 

As we continue to meet virtually, we continue to 

find ways to “take lemons and make lemonade” 

by exploring new ways to hold meetings, 

reaching out to speakers from across the country, 

and even having a Zoom holiday party.  Though 

not as much fun as meeting in person, it was still 

lots of fun.  Several of our members shared 

interesting stories about family members and 

surprising ways they have gained information for 

their genealogical research.  Jim also shared the 

topics/speakers planned for the first few months 

of 2021.  You won’t want to miss these great 

presentations!  And don’t forget to check out the 

DACGS website; it’s filled with resources and 

information to help you along your genealogy 

path.  

 

This issue of the DACGS Newsletter will be my 

last as your Editor.  I have enjoyed the experience 

and have done my best to bring you an interesting 

and informative newsletter.  I again want to thank 

all the members who contributed articles, ideas, 

technological support, and encouragement.  It 

really is YOUR newsletter, and I couldn’t have 

done it without you.  When a new Newsletter 

Editor is selected Elaine will make the 

announcement.  So hold onto those great ideas 

and articles until then.  Thank you!!! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Editor’s 

Note 



 



 

  



 

 
 

In this section of each issue I will be asking some of our members a few questions so that we can all 

get better acquainted.  This time we will be learning a little more about John Charbonnet. 

 

 

    

 

Susie:  Hi John!  Thanks for agreeing to be “interviewed” for our newsletter.  First, let me personally 

welcome you to the Dona Ana County Genealogical Society, even though you have been a member for a 

while.  As you’re one of the newer members of DACGS, we are all looking forward to getting to know you 

better.  Will you please tell us a little about yourself? 

John:    I was in the Coast Guard after high school, then went to the University of Florida. I worked 

engineering jobs until I retired in 2013 and moved to Las Cruces. 

Susie:  How long have you been interested in genealogy, and what first caused you to become interested 

in searching for your family roots? 

John:  I've been interested in my family history as long as I can remember because of stories I heard since 

childhood. 

 

 

John Charbonnet 

 



 

Susie:  What names are you searching for, and where do these people originally come from?  

John:  I've been researching the Charbonnet (France) surname, of course, but also McMurray (Ireland) 

and Antoni (Corsica). 

 

Susie:  What is your favorite resource for doing your research? 

John:  Frankly, my best sources so far have been other genealogists in the family. I've also been using 

Ancestry and Family Search.  

Susie:  Have you encountered any brick walls in your research?  Have you eventually been able to get 

over or around the walls? 

John:  The biggest barrier for me is time to do research! The second is freedom to travel in quest of 

information. I have yet to overcome the first, but for the second, I have had some help from a local 

genealogy group in Louisiana. 

Susie:  How long have you been a member of DACGS, what caused you to want to join, and have you 

held any office or positions in DACGS? 

John:  I guess it's been about 2 years since I attended my first meeting. I figured that would be the best 

way to learn.  I will be serving as DACGS President Elect for the 2021-2022 two-year term. 

 

Susie:  Have you been involved in any other genealogical groups? 

John:  Nope, this was my first brush with a geneo club. 

Susie:  Do you have any tips or interesting stories related to your genealogical journey that you would 

like to share with the other DACGS members?  

John:  I'm new to this and don't feel qualified to offer tips on research. I encourage anyone just starting 

in genealogy to take advantage of the help available from our more experienced members. 

 

Susie:  Thanks so much for sharing, John, and thank you for agreeing to serve as President Elect!  

Hopefully we will soon be able to get together in person again for our meeting where we can have the 

opportunity to visit and get even better acquainted.   

 

 

 

  













Valice Raffi – DACGS Member from Jun 2011 through Nov 2020 died on 14 Nov 
2020 following a lengthy illness. We are sad that she will no longer be able to attend 
our meetings, but will remember the brightness she brought to all of us. 
 

 

Among her many accomplishments, 
Valice served as DACGS Vice 
President for three years running 
from Jan 2013 through Dec 2015. 
In addition to standing in for the 
President, she was responsible for 
planning the programs for monthly 
meetings. 
 
While Valice’s interests in local 
history and cemeteries were often 
featured in her program selections, 
she did not forget genealogy 
scheduling programs on Genealogy 
Sourcing, Find-a-Grave, Military 
Records, and Free Genealogy 
Websites among others. 
 
As we now say good bye to Valice, it 
is safe to say that she is deep in our 
“DNA” and that remains 
unchanged. 

Carl’s personal remembrances of Valice include the “Genealogy Haikus” she wrote for “Family Ties” 

   
Working with her on the re-development of the DACGS website in 2015 and the outrageous 
program she presented on “Breaking Down Brick Walls” when she recreated an actual brick wall in 
the meeting room. 
 

                                                                        

And finally, the day she 
appeared at a “What I 
Found in Grandma’s 
Attic” meeting wearing 
her Grandfather’s Shirt 
and Hat. 



 

 
  

 

 

 

 
                 Carl Hundley                 


